
Colorado Physicians to Lawmakers: Pass the
Colorado Option for Our Patients

Dear Members of the Colorado General Assembly,

As physicians and health professionals practicing across Colorado, we urge you to
provide more quality, affordable health care by passing the Colorado Option. The
COVID-19 pandemic has exposed how the U.S. health care system is failing to keep
people safe and healthy. The Colorado Option is an opportunity for our state to pave the
path forward for our patients.

COVID-19 has highlighted the necessity of ensuring that all Coloradans have access to
affordable, quality coverage that meets their health care needs, even if they lose their
job. The economic fallout from the pandemic continues to threaten layoffs and loss of
employer-provided health insurance for many. Meanwhile, one in five Coloradans had
trouble paying medical bills in the past year — the most since the Affordable Care Act
took full effect in 2014. Things are only expected to get worse: Health care costs are
projected to increase faster in the next seven years than the period between 2016 and
2018.

Americans continue to see worse health outcomes and lower life expectancy compared
with people in other developed countries, even though we spend more on health care.
Health care can make the difference between life and death, and Coloradans deserve a
more affordable alternative.

Every day we see the harsh realities of how uninsured Coloradans and those who’ve
lost their jobs and their employer-provided health care are more vulnerable to adverse
health outcomes. We see everything from the patient who skips an expensive test that
can detect a cancer early to the patient who ignores a chest pain that leads to a heart
attack. When cost is no longer a barrier, people are more likely to see a doctor and get
the treatment they need before a medical condition becomes a medical catastrophe.

As the current system is now, too many Coloradans are falling behind: Colorado hospital
fees have gone up 58 percent between 2009 and 2017. As we’ve seen, communities of
color are being disproportionately affected at higher rates by the virus, and are less
likely to have access to affordable care.

https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2020.00094#:~:text=National%20health%20spending%20is%20projected,years%20(2016%E2%80%9318).&text=Growth%20in%20gross%20domestic%20product,expected%20to%20average%204.3%20percent.
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2020/jan/us-health-care-global-perspective-2019?gclid=CjwKCAjwlbr8BRA0EiwAnt4MTuiaBvg235LGTzU50NCktCq8Fb3y-p_iJFlpRTBLHaa4MQDXUU2Q2xoC3igQAvD_BwE


In our many years serving our community as physicians, we can tell you without a
doubt: When people have health care and can see a doctor when they want to, not just
when they’re facing a life-and-death emergency, they do better. Getting people coverage
through the Colorado Option is critical, because individuals who have health coverage
are more likely to get the care they need when they need it. That benefits them and their
communities, and ultimately all of Colorado.

Colorado has an urgent opportunity to improve health care across our state, and that is
why we urge you to pass the Colorado Option.

Thanks,

Dianne Ansari-Winn, MD, Anesthesiology (Denver, CO)

Julie Ansell, MD, Family Medicine (Boulder, CO)

Rachel Aviado, PharmD, Pharmacy (Arvada, CO)

Vaughn Browne, MD, PhD, Emergency Medicine (Aurora, CO)

Michael Carey, MD, Family Practice (Windsor, CO)

Steven Chae, MD, Family Practice (Aurora, CO)

Lauri Costello, MD, Family Medicine (Durango, CO)

Ann Craig, MD, Neurology (Colorado Springs, CO)

Jared Davis, MD, Internal Medicine (Lakewood, CO)

David Dennis, MD, MPH, Epidemiology, Public Health (Fort Collins, CO)

Susan Dowdy, MD, Family Medicine (Broomfield, CO)

Mark Elder, MD,PhD, Internal Medicine (Boulder, CO)

William Flood, MD, Pediatrics (Glenwood Springs, CO)

Carlos Franco-Paredes, MD, MPH, Infectious Diseases (Aurora, CO)

Patrick Green, MD, Cardiology (Fort Collins, CO)

Dana Greene, MD, Family Medicine (Leadville, CO)

Kristine Hembre, DO, Immunology (Colorado Springs, CO)

Debra Iverson, FNP-C, Family Practice/diabetes (Westminster, CO)

Shivani Kapur, MD, Pediatrics (Denver, CO)

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMhpr1916091


Joseph Kay, MD, Adult Congenital Cardiology (Denver, CO)

Helen Kilzer, MD, Internal Medicine (Fort Collins, CO)

Elizabeth Kinney, MD, Family Medicine (Alamosa, CO)

Jerry Kopelman, MD, OB-GYN (Greenwood Village, CO)

Kyle Leggott, MD, Family Medicine (Aurora, CO)

Molly Leitnaker, PA, Family Medicine (Westminster, CO)

Steven Lipp, MD, Pediatrics (Denver, CO)

Jennifer Mallek, MD, Anesthesiology (Denver, CO)

Barbara Malone, DNP, FNP-C, Family (Golden, CO)

Lora Melnicoe, MD, Pediatrics (Denver, CO)

Scott Nelson, MD, Otolaryngology (Boulder, CO)

Tracy Paeschke, MD, Cardiology (Colorado Springs, CO)

Claudia Panzer, MD, Endocrinology (Denver, CO)

Kurt Peters, MD, Psychiatry (Colorado Springs, CO)

Sally Preston, DMD, Dentistry (Littleton, CO)

Janet Schmidt, MD, Family Medicine (Denver, CO)

Stanley Siefer, MD, Retired Emergency Medicine (Englewood, CO)

David Siroospour, MD, Surgery (Centennial, CO)

Robert Smith, MD, Urology (Castle Rock, CO)

Sheryl Stefaniak, MD, Child Psychiatry (Aurora, CO)

Danny Watson, RN, Hospital Medical Floor (Gunnison, CO)

Jennifer Whitfield, MD, Emergency Medicine (Denver, CO)

Andrew Willis, MD Student, (Denver, CO)

David Zarou, DO, Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine (Denver, CO)

Julie Zavala, CPNP, Pediatrics (Denver, CO)


